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sure on hrain matter? Is there deficient oxidation of the blood? Is there 
AlftheseT of bloodvessels, and diminished supply of blood from that cause? 
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II. Application of Iodoform to the Treatment of Cancer of the Uterus and 
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its action. Patients affected with 
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Hence the popular idea among physicians and the laity, that the suppression or 
metastasis of the cutaneous afl'ection is the cause of the fatal issue of the general 
disease. But these opinions are erroneous, for the chronic skin disease does 
not vanish first, to be replaced by the fever; but, on the contrary, the derma¬ 
tosis only begins to fade after a prolonged continuance of an intense febrile state. 
In like manner, in every general disease of great intensity and prolonged dura¬ 
tion, the ansemia which supervenes is first noticed on the skin, and hence the 
fading and disappearance of red eruptions in these cases, since even syncope 
will cause their temporary vanishing. Another erroneous opinion, prevalent 
from ancient times till the present day, which probably lent support to the use 
of counter-irritants, was the idea that every disease consisted of something mate¬ 
rial, which attacked sometimes one part, sometimes another, and which it was 
the physician’s chief aim to eliminate; hence the terms materia peccans, acri¬ 
monies of the blood, acids, phlegm, black and yellow bile, etc. These notions, 
in spite of modern pathology, still retain their influence on practice. It is, 
however, certain, that we cannot judge of the use of remedies on such grounds, 
but only by a knowledge of the action of the remedy on the healthy body on the 
one hand, and an acquaintance with the natural course of disease, uninfluenced 
by remedies, on the other. This was first stated by Gideon Harvey, in his work, 
“ Are Curandi Morbos Expectations, Amstelodami, 1095,” where he says boldly 
that “ it w'ould be proper to write on the patient’s prescription only the word, 

■ Expecta.” But this expectant method seemed a neglect too cruel to be prac¬ 
tised in dangerous diseases, until Hahnemann showed that fevers and inflamma¬ 
tions were often as successfully treated by decillionths as by the Hippocratic 
apparatus of venesections and counter-irritation; whereupon physicians and 
clinical professors, convinced of the real nothingness of decillionths, resorted to 
the treatment of febrile and non-febrile diseases by the pure expectant method, 
and were thus enabled to study accurately the natural course of disease. 
I\ herever their results were as successful as the older heroic practice pursued 
“lege artis,” it was obvious that, the latter was at least unnecessary, that the 
cure was done by nature in spite of heroic remedies: “Natura et morbum et 
medicum vincit.” Nevertheless, some practitioners, who admit all this in 
regard to certain diseases, plead for counter-irritants to the skin in the class of 
affections called rheumatism, believing that the peripheral irritation will relieve 
the deeper seated parts. But how often do these remedies, from simple rube¬ 
facients up to the “horrible invention of the moxa,” fail; so that where cases 
improve, it is rather daring than by the treatment. An impartial examination 
would show that as many rheumatic affections get well under homoeopathy, 
hydropathy, electricity, or the plasters of quacks, as under counter-irritants. 

Moreover, the excuse that it is necessary to do something to relieve suffering, 
and that blisters, etc., do no harm, is incorrect, as they often leave indelible 
marks on the skin, while hot and cold douches, lotions, liniments, and plasters 
do not, and yet afford as much relief. In diseases of the eye, also, the applies 
tions of leeches and blisters, which were formerly always used, are now con¬ 
demned by many ophthalmologists. Clinical experiment in Ilebra’s practice 
gave similar evidence. Suppose on the thigh of a patient an eczema rubrum of 
the size of a crown-piece; place at two inches distance on one side a blister of 
the same size, on the opposite side a sinapism, and at the two other poles, tartar 
emetic ointment and croton oil. The artificial irritants will produce here bulhe 
and redness, there pustules and vesicles, but without at all diminishing the 
intensity of the central eczema. On the contrary, the latter often spreads to 
and includes the irritated surfaces, and becomes larger than before. Now, if 
in the same organ or tissue (the skin) a peripheral irritant cannot draw away 
and dispel a central affection of a similar kind, how can cutaneous irritation be 
expected to dissipate the morbid condition of the pleura, lungs, brain, perito¬ 
neum, eyes, sheaths of nerves, etc. ? What new path do revulsives open up for 
the elimination of morbid products deposited in these cavities and organs? But 
cutaneous irritants, continues Prof. Hebra, are not only useless, but often do 
harm, and their pernicious effects may either last long, or even put life in 
peril. It is, for instance, a well-known fact that the exanthemata, smallpox, 
measles, and scarlet fever, are more fatal in proportion to the intensity and 
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amount of the cutaneous eruption. And experience teaches that the eruption 
is more abundant on parts of skin where an irritation or dermatosis (e. g., an 
eczema) previously existed. A sinapism, applied to the chest on account ot 
dyspnoea, will cause a larger amount of pocks to appear there, and ll there were 
a counter-irritant large enough to cover the entire integument, a simple varicella 
might be converted "into a fatal variola. Indeed, even the irritation of cold 
water in excess, applied hydropathically around an eczema, will cause its exten¬ 
sion over the whole skin ; and often the abuse of acancidal remedies—e. g., the 
sulphur fumigations in vogue a few years ago—produces a horrible eczema over 
the whole external surface; often hot baths, pushed by some as an infallible 
remedy, diffuse instead of arresting a skin disease. The tartar emetic ointment, 
applied to the scalp in chronic hydrocephalus, causes no diminution of the effu¬ 
sion, while the pustular eruption is very painful, and may give rise to purulent 
absorption and erysipelas. A blister behind the ear is often the starting point 
of an eczema which affects the concha, the face, and hairy scalp, and which, 
under unsuitable treatment, may last for years, causing great pain, as He bra 
has often seen, without improving an ophthalmia in the least. Leech bites on 
the temples are followed by incurable white triangular cicatrices, which certainly 
are no ornament to a pretty face. The marks of cupping, too, on the neck and 
arms of women, are often a serious disfiguration. Issues in the arm to prevent 
relapses of ophthalmia, or of cerebral congestions, or as derivatives from skin 
diseases, are not only useless for their intended purposes, but are very trouble¬ 
some and frequently become the source of eczemas which spread over thesur- 
rouuding integument. Even the discolorations which sinapisms leave behind, 
entail a lasting defect when applied to the neck or chest in females. Sometimes, 
indeed, a fatal result may be caused through the application of counter-irritants 
in typhoid fever, pneumonia, or smallpox, in consequence of the blistered surface 
beino- the seat of cutaneous diphtheria. The tinct. ot arnica, introduced by 
homoeopathists, if diluted, as they use it, is harmless ; but if applied m a con¬ 
centrated form, it causes redness and swelling of the skin, which in sensitive indi¬ 
viduals develops into an eczema which spreads over a large surface and even 
the whole skin, and requires months to heal, confining the patient to bed for a 
longer period and a worse condition than the affection would have done for 
which the arnica was administered. Many of these artificial skin eruptions, 
bullous, vesicular, and pustular, do not cease when the counter-irritant which 
caused them is removed, but last for weeks, months, or years, they can 
then no longer be distinguished from the idiopathic skin diseases, eczema, pem¬ 
phigus, ecthyma, impetigo; and were the common theory true ot the protective 
influence of counter-irritation, these skin diseases ought to afford a security 
against internal diseases in proportion to their amount. In that case, no persons 
should be healthier than the subjects of general chronic pemphigus, which should 
afford means of eliminating all kinds of peccant matters from the system. Un 
the contrary, however, experience teaches that exudative eruptions covering 
large surfaces, especially in the form of vesicles, blebs, or pustules, not only 
exhibit no preservative power, but the reverse, exerting a disastrous influence 
on the general health, and becoming a frequent source of fatal issues. Lazarus 
was always regarded as a collection of all kinds of diseases, requiring pi evi¬ 
dential intervention for his cure ! Veterinary art exhibited similar prejudices 
till a few years ago. Diseased animals, especially horses, used to be- tortured 
with all kinds of cauteries and corrosives; and farriers were m repute with the 
ignorant in proportion to the cruelty of their treatment. But thanks to tie 
heads of the medical department in the Veterinary Institute ot Vienna, such 
practice is now obsolete there, and results equally satisfactory are now obtained, 
by the expectant method as were formerly got by those cruel manceuvies. 
Veterinarians, in this respect, according to Hebra, might serve- as a model tor 
physicians. “ It would be desirable,” he says in conclusion, “-that every physi¬ 
cian, before applying a counter-irritant to his patient, should ask himself the 
question, whether, if he were ill. he would treat himself in the same way ? In¬ 
deed, it has rarely happened to me to see physicians who would have subjected, 
their own persons to the application of issues, moxas. and setons. *et, let 
not the physican forget the commandment, ‘ Do not that to others which you. 
No. CX— April 1868. 34 
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would not have done to yourself,’ when, at the bedside of his patient, he finds 
other remedies unavailing, and is tempted to have recourse to epispastics as 
his last resort. He ought always to remember that his mission is to relieve 
pain, and wherever his attempts’ to do so fail in spite of all his efforts, he can 
console himself with the assurance that he has at least caused no superfluous 
suffering.”— Edinburgh Med. Journ., Nov. 1867, from AUg. Med. Zeit. 

The editor of the Edinburgh Journal, while justly remarking that he cannot 
altogether agree with the Professor, justly remarks : “ Humanity demands that 
remedies should be as painless as possible, provided they be effectual; but it is, 
above all, essential that they be effectual. A do-nothing practice cannot last: 
it is a transition period only; but close observers will perceive that modern 
medicine is passing beyond the stage of expectancy, which was necessary to 
found a natural history of disease, and that while the means employed will be 
fewer and simpler—often less heroic in appearance, but really more potent than 
the older therapeutics—they will be administered with immensely greater, because 
with scientific precision, and with almost certain benefit. But the problems ot 
medicine require time and labour to be worked out, even with the abundant 
energy of a modern age; and till they are worked out, some amount ot expect¬ 
ancy and of prudent empiricism is necessary, and is, even now, infinitely more 
successful than blind and rash routine or a random prescription of new remedies. 
Fortunately, in spite of erroneous current theories, judicious physicians have 
existed in all ages. Meanwhile, free questioning of remedies, in a proper scien¬ 
tific spirit, can only end by establishing what is excellent.” 


MEDICAL PATHOLOGY. SPECIAL THERAPEUTICS, AND 
PRACTICAL MEDICINE. 

14. Changes-of the Capillaries in Cerebral Softening. —MM. Pretost and 
Cotard demonstrate that, if granulo-fatty degeneration of the capillaries and 
their aneurismal dilatation may and should, in a certain number of cases, be 
considered as the primary lesion which acts as the producing cause of softening 
of the brain, these same vascular alterations may be secondary, and depend, 
like the concomitant alteration of the nerve-tissue for instance, on arterial obli¬ 
teration. They appear, also, to be capable of secondary production, whatever 
may be the producing cause of the necrobiosis of the nerve-tissue.— Brit. Med. 
Journ., Jan. 25, 1868, from Archives Gin. de Mid., Jan. 1868. 

15. Pathology of Locomotor Ataxy. —In the Transactions of the Biological 
Society of Paris for 1866, we find an interesting observation made by M M. Char¬ 
cot and Bouchard, who decide what are the medullary lesions of the commence¬ 
ment of locomotor ataxy. In a case where the patient presented only the pre¬ 
monitory symptoms, and where the acute pains ol the ataxy were present 
without disturbed co-ordination of movements, the autopsy revealed commencing 
induration of the posterior columns of the spinal cord (conjunctive neoplasia of 
the posterior columns with integrity of the nerve-tubes). This observation fur¬ 
nishes an argument against the opinion which tends to rank locomotor ataxy 
amongst the "neuroses,"and to consider the sclerosis of the posterior columns as 
a lesion consecutive to the functional disorders ot that portion of the cerebro¬ 
spinal axis.— Ibid. 

16. Albuminuria in a Child Seven Weel-s Old. —Mr. G. F. Helm records 
(Lancet , Jan. 18,1868) a case of this. The child was a fine one when born, but 
was afterwards troubled with almost constant vomiting. The mother having 
no milk, the child was fed by hand. It became extremely emaciated, no kind 
of food agreed with it, and it died when about eleven weeks old. 

Mr. H. thinks it was a case of albuminuria from imperfect digestion and 
assimilation of the albuminous constituents of the food; for, though the kid 




